
GAINING (GREEN) GROUND
Welcome to the 3rd edition of the Green-
point Community Environmental Fund 
newsletter. Since our Fall 2015 newslet-
ter, GCEF has made its final round of 
project grants. We’ve also entered the 
third year that GCEF-funded projects 
have been in action, achieving real 
benefits for Greenpoint’s residents and 
its environment. 

In this newsletter, we recap this past 
year’s community engagement, and 
our final grants, provide a pictorial 
update on many of the GCEF projects 
currently underway, and highlight what 
to expect from GCEF in 2017. As always, 
for more detailed information and 
the latest news about GCEF, visit our 
website at GCEFund.org.
 
ABOUT GCEF  GCEF is a $19.5 million com-
munity grant program created by the 

NYS Office of the Attorney General and 
Department of Environmental Conserva-
tion from funding obtained by the State 
in a settlement with ExxonMobil over its 
massive Greenpoint oil spill.

To date, GCEF has awarded 46 grants 
totaling $16.8 million to 40 projects and 
leveraged an additional $37.6 million 
in matching contributions from grant-
ees—bringing GCEF’s total investment 
in improving Greenpoint’s environment 
to over $54 million!

GCEF’S PARTNERSHIP WITH GREENPOINT   
Since its inception, GCEF has 
committed to partnering with the 
Greenpoint community to ensure it 
has an ongoing role in the program’s 
development, implementation, and 
maintenance. Recent examples of this  
ongoing commitment include: 

Community Preferencing
On Nov. 19th and 21st, 2015, GCEF held 
three separate community “preferenc-
ing” events, providing Greenpoint resi-
dents an opportunity to cast their votes 
for which of the 9 finalist Large and  
Legacy Grant proposals they wanted 
funded. In all, over 600 Greenpoint resi-
dents cast ballots at these events!          
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The Greenpoint Community Environmental Fund is a joint program of the New York State 
Office of the Attorney General and Department of Environmental Conservation.
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Newtown Creek Alliance, which is heading up the GCEF-funded Greenpoint Bioremediation Project, has held three workshops for the community on urban soils, 
beneficial microbes, compost tea, and mycoremediation. © MITCH WAXMAN.

SAVE THE DATE!
OCTOBER 15, 2016

OpenHouseGCEF
GCEF will host an Open House 
at several of its most exciting 
projects, so Greenpointers 
can learn first-hand how 
these projects are making our 
community a healthier, safer 
and “greener” place to live.
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McCarren Park Urban Farm & Green Infrastructure Corridor (top) 
New raised plant beds at McCarren Park. Over the summer, GCEF 
grantee GrowNYC installed a new fence, constructed raised beds, 
and began planting. This green corridor, located behind McCarren 
Park pool, will host community workshops focused on urban 
environmental best practices.

Newtown Creek Wildflower Roof & Community Space (center)
The first phase of construction completed this summer, includes 
drainage systems, irrigation lines, and the addition of several 
inches of soil. Once finished, the roof will capture thousands 
of gallons of storm water—helping keep pollution out of local 
waterways! Visit the project website at KingslandWildflowers.com. 

West Street Watershed Stormwater Project (bottom)
An environmental assessment takes places on West Street, including 
soil borings, soil tests, and groundwater tests. Once completed, 
over 50 new “green” features around West Street will capture and 
treat stormwater runoff, restore native plants and habitat, improve 
local air quality, and reduce chronic flooding and sewer backups.

BREAKING GROUND

Greening Greenpoint (top)
Proud Greening Greenpoint volunteers, from BS troop #469, 
distribute trees in the community. In May, the GCEF project 
gave away over 100 trees for Greenpoint residents to plant in 
their yards.  
 
As of July 2016, Greening Greenpoint volunteers have 
stewarded 390 trees, pruned 133 trees, ordered 140 
new tree guards, and removed over 560 ft² of brick/
stone blocks from 38 tree beds. Greening Greenpoint 
will add close to one new acre of green space to the 
community by the project’s completion. Check out 
GreeningGreenpoint.org for upcoming volunteer events.

Curb Your Litter: Greenpoint – Talking Trash Film Screening
Students from Frances Perkins Academy unveil their 
short documentary “Talking Trash: Throwing Out the Big 
Apple” which explores the complicated world of managing 
NYC’s garbage. Did you know 40% of the city’s waste 
transfer stations are located in North Brooklyn? If not, 
watch the film online at CurbYourLitter.org/991-2/.

EMPOWERING KIDS

2016 GCEF GRANTEE UPDATES! 
VIEW MORE UPDATES AND A NEW PROJECT MAP ONLINE AT WWW.GCEFUND.ORG

Greenpoint Environmental Forum:  
The Gunk Under Greenpoint (top)
Greenpointers participate in the fourth and final GCEF-funded 
community environmental forum. This event, cohosted by 
GWAPP, focused on the NuHart Plastics toxic waste site. 
Participants learned from local experts about the chemicals 
contaminating the site, the status of its cleanup, and how 
they can get involved in efforts to monitor the cleanup.

Newtown Creek SAMPLES: Studying Water Quality 
for Public Learning and Ecological Services
Willis Elkins, Greenpoint resident and program manager 
for Newtown Creek Alliance, collects water samples from 
Newtown Creek. With GCEF funding, samples like these will 
be studied to evaluate water quality in the creek, and help 
engage Greenpointers in efforts to improve the condition of 
the creek and other local waterways. For more information 
on the project, visit NewtownCreekAlliance.org.

GREEN LEARNING

Dupont Street Senior HDFC Garden Renovation (top)
Resident gardeners attend a GCEF-funded workshop on composting. 
A GCEF grant funded a 200 ft² native plant garden—with blueberry 
bushes, butterfly weed and black-eyed susans—at the Dupont  
Street Senior Housing, as well as 3 tabletop planters and 2 
composting tumblers. 

Greenpoint Parks Community Stewardship Program (center)
In August, local residents spent several hours gardening and 
weeding at Transmitter Park as part of the Open Space Alliance for 
North Brooklyn’s (OSA) Volunteer Day. This GCEF-funded project 
promotes monthly stewardship opportunities across Greenpoint 
parks. Find out about the next one at OSANB.org/events/.

Curb Your Litter: Greenpoint (bottom)
Curb Your Litter: Greenpoint volunteers in action. Over the past 
year, this GCEF grantee has hosted over 7 neighborhood cleanups, 
involving over 350 local volunteers and removing roughly 3,500 lbs  
of litter from community streets! Learn more about the  
project at CurbYourLitter.org. 

GROWING COMMUNITY
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In December 2015, NYS Attorney General Eric T. Schnei-
derman and DEC Commissioner Basil Seggos announced 
awards to the 5 top vote-getters—a total of $4.25 million in 
GCEF Large and Legacy grants going to 5 projects. With 
these final grants, the GCEF program will now shift gears 
to focus on project implementation, and ensuring that 
each project provides the greatest possible benefit for the  
community.

Project Open House
This spring, GCEF held a project open house at the Warsaw 
for Greenpointers to learn more about the many GCEF proj-
ects now underway in their community. Representatives from 
25 GCEF projects met with residents to discuss their projects 
and ways Greenpointers could participate in their success. 

 
 
GCEF IN ACTION 2016  It’s been an active year for all 
GCEF projects. Among the funded Small Grants, 15 projects 
have already reached their objectives and been success-
fully completed. Among the graduates were Floating Class-
rooms, The Living Dock, North Henry Street End Restoration 
Project, Environmental Education Shed, and more. Making 
a strong debut in its first year of implementation, small grant 
awardee Greenpoint Parks Community Stewardship project 
held over 10 cleanup and educational events at McGolrick 
and Transmitter Parks, and American Playground. 

In the Large and Legacy Grant category, all 11 of the fund-
ed projects are now underway including the top vote getter 
in the last preferencing round, the McGolrick Park Restora-
tion project, which began this August with a revitalization of 
the native pollinator garden—the first of several areas of en-
vironmental significance in the park that will be improved. 

The new design for the Greenpoint 
Environmental Education Center at 
the Greenpoint Library is creating 
great excitement, as the impressive 
new renderings have been making 
the rounds, including Community 
Board 1 and the Library’s own Com-
munity Advisory Group. Construction 
is expected to begin at the end of 
this year, and the new “green” library 
and Environmental Education Center 
is scheduled to open in mid-2018.

WHAT’S NEXT FOR GCEF? On 
October 15th, GCEF will be holding “OpenHouseGCEF”, an 
opportunity for Greenpointers to see several GCEF projects 
in action. In 2017, GCEF will be issuing its first Annual Report, 
which will catalog its projects and their community benefits. 
And, as always, as the program enters its fourth year in 
2017, stay tuned for more exciting news about how GCEF is 
helping to make a healthier, safer, and greener Greenpoint!

Konstancja Maleszyńska, 
OSA’s Greenpoint Parks 
coordinator and head of 
the GCEF project: Green-
point Parks Community 
Stewardship.

WHERE THE MONEY WENT 
gcef by the numbers: the final count

46 GRANTS FUNDED
35 small grants

11 large and legacy grants
30 community organizations 

participating

$16.8 MILLION  
grant funding from gcef

$54.4 MILLION 
total investment in greenpoint 

environmental projects

$37.6 MILLION  
total matching contributions from grantees

A revised exterior rendering of the soon to be built Greenpoint Environmental 
Eduction Center at the Greenpoint Public Library. 


