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NuHart Plastics – State 
Superfund Site



Where? Corner of DuPont 
and Franklin in Greenpoint



Very Basic History of Site
 Prior to the late 1940s, the site and the surrounding lots 

were used as a boiler shop for Logan Ironworks, two 
stables, a gas and light fixture factory, a sheet metal works, 
a soap factory, a waterproofing factory, and a scrap metal 
facility.

 After 1950 the building complex was primarily used for the 
production, storage, and shipping of plastic and vinyl 
products by several tenants (the last tenant ceased 
operation in 2004). 

 From 1983 to 2004, NuHart and Company made vinyl siding 
and sheeting at the site. After 2004, NuHart removed all of 
their equipment and offices. 



NuHart Superfund Site
 Made vinyl siding, sheet metal, foam rubber and asbestos 

sheeting.

 Approximately 1 acre – Superfund

 Other parts of site – City Brownfield and DEC oil spill site

 Listed as of Class “2” Superfund site in July 2010

 Class 2 – “representing a significant threat to public health 
and/or the environment and requiring action”



New Owners of Site as of 
May 2014

DuPont Street Developers LLC
390 Berry Street, Suite 200

Brooklyn, NY 11249
Contact: Joseph Brunner

“In the jockeying over the Brooklyn property, one low-key investor named 

Joseph Brunner inked a contract in 2012 to buy the site for $23.3 million. In 
a complicated and opaque fashion — and with other suitors competing to get in 

on the action — the deal took until last month to finally close. And in a twist, 
Brunner has now found another investor to flip it to for almost double what he 

paid: $48.5 million.”
http://therealdeal.com/issues_articles/brooklyns-old-school-investors/

http://therealdeal.com/issues_articles/brooklyns-old-school-investors/


Remedial Investigation (RI) 
Reports



Summary of Environmental 
Health Hazards

 Onsite and offsite contamination with Phthalates (DEHP and DOP):
 Soil - Total phthalate concentrations exceeded 1,000,000 ppb in 11 samples (peak total 

concentration of 59,776,000 ppb 
 The total on-site volume of phthalate contaminated soils (at concentrations warranting 

response) is estimated at 7,900 cubic yards. 
 LNAPL – as much as 63,000 gallons of phthalates underneath plant and offsite 

underneath the street – Franklin Ave, DuPont St, sidewalks.
 Groundwater - DEHP

 Onsite and offsite contamination with TCE, PERC and other chlorinated chemicals:
 Soil – above “unrestricted use” thresholds for TCE
 Groundwater- TCE concentration of 33,000 μg/L 
 Soil vapor – could pose hazards to workers, future building occupants

 Onsite and offsite petroleum
 The total on-site volume of petroleum contaminated soil is estimated at 800 cubic yards 

 Offsite oil spill – separate program (east of site and on northeastern part)



Underground Storage Tanks 
 17 large underground tanks in total were found

 Large – up to 10,000 gallons each…

 A total of 8 tanks containing phthalates at the site.

 4 tanks containing “Super Hecla” oil (a heavy-weight machine lubricant) were 
located at the Site, 

 5 tanks (3 fuel oil tanks and 2 chemical tanks were located east of the Site at the 
northeastern corner of the Building. 

 “Based on the apparent volume and extent of the product (including its extent in 
2006) and its variable composition, it is likely that the releases occurred from 
multiple sources and were ongoing for a number of years.”

 “The majority of the tanks from which the releases may have occurred are located 
in the southwestern portion of the Site. This area is approximately 100 feet 
upgradient of the apparent location of the leading edge of the product at present. 
Using this information alone, a simple arithmetic calculation would suggest 
an LNAPL migration rate of between 1.7 and 3 feet a year.” 



Phthalates On and Migrated 
Off Site





LNAPL -- Who in the what?
 LNAPL (Light 

Nonaqueous Phase 
Liquid) –

 "An LNAPL is one of a 
group of organic 
substances that are 
relatively insoluble in 
water and are less dense 
than water. LNAPLs, 
such as oil, tend to 
spread across the 
surface of the water table 
and form a layer on top of 
the water table." - U.S. 
Environmental Protection 
Agency, 2010



How much phthalates as 
LNAPL?

 Plume – about 13.5 feet below slab.

 Phthalates on site - The total volume of free product at this Site is 
estimated at 32,900 gallons on-site and 

 Phthalates off site - An additional 9,000 gallons 

 Could be more - an expressed error range of 50% (that is, total on 
and off site volume could be as great as 63,000 gallons) 

 How much in total? Estimated at between 42,000 and 63,000 
gallons, with greatest volume of free product located in the west-
central and southwestern portion of the Site (and at adjacent off- site 
areas). 

 Off-site wells to the west and south of this area (e.g., MW-5 and MW-
25) consistently demonstrate product thicknesses greater than 
four feet, supporting the conclusion that product is moving off-
site in the direction of groundwater flow. 



Are phthalates at proposed 
school and park?  Not now 

at least.
 “LNAPL does not extend as far as the playground to 

the west of the Site, the vacant property to the 
southwest of the Site, or across Clay or Commercial 
Streets, based on repeated measurements in the offsite 
wells in these areas starting in 2006 and conducted on 
a monthly basis over the past four years.”

 Barrier at proposed school most likely to be part of 
remedial plan – prevent migration.



TCE in Groundwater



Chlorinated Solvents Contamination at 
TCE

 TCE – carcinogen, one of chemicals also at Meeker Ave. Plumes

 TCE in soil and groundwater, on and off site 
 “The highest concentrations of chlorinated VOCs are detected at onsite well 

MW-34 and offsite wells MW-8 and MW-40, located immediately north and 
east, respectively, of the apparent source area on the northeastern portion of 
the Site.”

 Used to clean equipment?

 Soil vapor – vapor intrusion concerns
 “Soil vapor impacted by TCE and related CVOCs is present beneath the 

northeastern portion of the Site building, with the greatest impacts coinciding 
with CVOC-impacted groundwater in this area.” 

 Some petroleum-related VOCs may be associated with the known petroleum 
spill located on the former NuHart facility just to the east of the Site and 
additional offsite petroleum vapor detections on the north side of Clay Street 
may be associated with an offsite source. 



TCE Vapor Intrusion 
Concerns



Vapor Intrusion a Potential 
Concern Across the Street

 “The offsite soil vapor sampling 
results suggest that SVI is a 
potential concern for offsite 
properties at 15 and 29 Clay 
Street. However, the potential for 
SVI at these properties cannot be 
confirmed unless access for SVI 
sampling is provided by the 
property owners. 

 SVI may also present a concern 
at 48 Commercial Street if a 
building is constructed on this 
property in the future (the 
property presently does not include 
a building).” 



PCB’s found in some 
samples

 “Based on this information, it appears that PCBs may be present in 
a limited portion of the onsite product plume near the southwest 
side of the Site and in offsite product to the southwest along 
Franklin Street, as shown in Figure 2.2.6.1. 

 Historic records indicate several spills of PCB-containing oils in 
Con Ed electric vaults and manholes on Dupont and Franklin 
Streets, which may have resulted in the PCB detections in the 
product. 

 The detected concentrations of PCBs are low (no more than 6.71 
ppm) and are well below the level (50 ppm or greater) that would 
trigger disposal as a TSCA-regulated waste. However, the affected 
product will require disposal as a waste with low-level PBC 
contamination.” 



Interim Remedial 
Measures..

 ASR conducted an interim remedial measure (IRM) 
from 2006 through 2009, consisting of the removal of 
LNAPL from recovery wells located within the building, 
using both manual bailing and automated equipment 
(approximately 9,000 gallons were removed). 

 IRM’s continue on a monthly basis…



DRAFT Feasability Study –
April 2016









Is this the best option?



More comprehensive 
clean-up option: “alternative 4”



Next Steps…
 Final Feasability Study report – summer or early fall

 TAG consultant NAG hired will review final report, will 
prepare comments and fact-sheets

 DEC issues a “Proposed Remedial Action Plan” PRAP
 30-60 day public comment period - OPPORTUNITY
 Public meeting – OPPORTUNITY

 Record of Decision – final decision

 Remedial Design and Construction

 Clean-up (how clean is clean?)



What Can We Do?
 Sign up for NAG e-alerts and DEC mailing list on site

 Get informed: review materials at the Greenpoint library 
– RI and FS reports – contact me for electronic copies

 Participate in public comment 
process!
 30-60 day public comment period on proposed cleanup 

plan
 Public meeting about proposed cleanup plan
 Educate your neighbors / other community folks!



Thank You.
Mike Schade, Board Member of Neighbors Allied for Good Growth (NAG)

schadeyacres@gmail.com

http://nag-brooklyn.org/

Detailed Questions?  Contact the DEC:

Jane O'Connell

Chief, Superfund and Brownfield Cleanup Section

New York State Department of Environmental Conservation

P: 718.482.4599 

jane.oconnell@dec.ny.gov

mailto:schadeyacres@gmail.com
http://nag-brooklyn.org/
mailto:jane.oconnell@dec.ny.gov

