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OVERVIEW OF ASP:

Your Aerated Static Pile (ASP) is a three bin composting system that reduces manual 
labor by allowing air to pass through the piles. No turning of the piles is therefore 
necessary. The system capacity is 7.5 cubic yards of soil.

In hotter months, we use an air blower to circulate air through the piles every 30 
minutes for 30 seconds. The blower is on a timer and powered by a solar panel 
located on the roof of the school.

In the cooler months (approximately November through March) the blower does not 
need to be used and can be shut off entirely. This increases the lifespan of the solar 
panel too.

To keep the air circulating through the piles it is important to mix the food waste with 
wood chips. The wood chips provide air pockets to make room for the air to move.

This is a simple yet effective form of composting designed by La Casita Verde, a 
community garden in South Williamsburg. We have two similar ASPs running at our 
garden over the past two years. Come see them some time!



HOW TO:

The most important thing to keep in mind is what to compost. The food scraps or 
“greens” allowed in the bin include: raw fruit and vegetables, coffee grounds, tea 
bags, nutshells, bread. Diversity is best. Try not to overload on one type of food.

Do not put dairy, cooked food, oily food, processed or junk food, meat or fish into the 
bins. This is because these types of food attract rodents or do not create good, nutrient 
rich soil. 

Mix 1 part food with 2 parts wood chips. If, for instance, you have one 5-gallon bucket
of food waste, then dump two 5-gallon buckets of wood chips along with the food.

You can add other types of “browns” besides the wood chips. This includes shredded 
paper, shredded newspaper, shredded cardboard and shredded leaves. Just 
remember to adjust your green to brown ratio accordingly (so you have 1 part greens to 
1 part browns). Do not add much of these kinds of browns, however. Your main brown 
for this system has to be wood chips to maintain your air pockets.

Fill one bin completely before starting to compost in another bin. Start each bin 
with a layer of wood chips that go to top of the PVC pipes on the bottom of the bin before
beginning to fill with food waste and more chips.



Wood chips should always line the bottom of the bin up to the level of the PVC pipes 
before you start adding food scraps.

Check for a sign that indicates which bin is open (“feed me”) and which are closed. 
Always add your food scraps to the bin that is in use before starting a new one.

Do not fill a bin all the way to the top, but rather leave at least six inches before 
closing the bin. Put a sign on the bin “CLOSED” and record the date. This way people 
will know not to add new materials and you will know approximately when the bin will be 
fully composted or “cooked.” It takes at least six weeks for a bin to compost fully.

Once a bin is closed, take the temperature of the pile occasionally. A compost 
thermometer is available at the school (ask Amber Moore for it). The temperature of 
the pile should be around 135 degrees F when it’s actively decomposing.

If the pile gets hotter than 135 degrees for several days, it will be necessary to run 
the blower for longer than 30 seconds or turn it on (if it has been shut off). To do 
this you will have to open the black utility box to the left of the ASP composter (key 
provided). To run longer than 30 seconds, unplug the blower from the timer and plug 
directly into the battery pack power supply. Let the blower run for an hour or more or 
until the pile temperature is reduced to below 135 degrees F. Then re-plug the blower 
back into the timer.



Temperature should be around 135 degrees when it’s composting. When it levels off to 
ambient temperature then you know it’s fully cooked and ready to be removed!

If there are problems with the power source, please turn off and on the battery switch. If 
that does not fix the problem you should contact Brooke Singer.

A full bin will take at least six weeks to compost. Each pile will be a bit different 
depending on type of food added, time of the year and how quickly the bin was filled. 
 The best evidence that a pile is finished is that the temperature does not rise above the 
ambient or outdoor temperature. Dig through the pile and see if it looks like soil and is a 
dark chocolate brown. That is another indication it’s done!

Once the pile is cooked, you should shovel the contents into a wheelbarrow and put 
all contents in the cured compost bin (see image below). You can leave the bottom 
layer of wood chips that are covering the PVC pipes and the floor of the ASP bin. Only 
change those out when they are visibly decomposing or disintegrating. This will be every
six months or so.

It’s good to let the compost sit for a while (weeks to months) in the compost bin to cure. 
Before taking the compost to the garden, you will want to screen the compost. This 
will separate out large chunks of wood and any non-compostable materials (like plastics)
that find their way into the pile. There is a screen on the left side of the compost bin. Use
a squeegee or shovel to push the compost back and forth. Place a wheelbarrow 
underneath to catch the soil. Everything this is not soil will remain on top of the screen.



The screen on the side of this bin is for separating out soil from chips and garbage. 
Screening is the last step before you are ready to use the soil in the garden!

Return the wood chips that were screened out of your finished compost to the wood 
chip pile for future composting. Throw away the non-compostable trash.

Wood chips can be delivered by local landscapers (list provided) or Brooklyn Forestry 
of the Parks Department. There is also a pile of wood chips in McCarren Park that can 
be transported to the school using the Soil Cycle, as well. The chips are usually located 
near the corner of Nassau and Lorimer.

A few quick tips:

Finished compost should be the color of dark chocolate. It should smell like yummy soil.
If a pile is smelly than it has too much food scraps so you should add “browns.”

If a pile does not heat up then there is not enough food scraps or green nitrogen. You 
can add a “party food” like alfalfa meal or molasses. This happens rarely.

The longer you let finished compost sit or cure the better. If you need to use compost 
right away from the bin that is ok but it’s best to let sit for a couple months or even 
longer.



Composting is not an exact science. These are guidelines but practice makes perfect.

Keep a Google Doc or some form of shared physical log to keep track of amount of food 
going into the bins, date you close a bin, temperatures of the bins and how much 
compost you make.
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