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Newtown Creek is a 3.8 mile waterway located in the 
heart of New York City, bisecting northern Brooklyn 
and western Queens. The Creek runs inland from the 
East River, with a total 11 miles of shoreline border-
ing numerous diverse neighborhoods. Surrounded 
by a plethera of heavy industrial operations, much 
of the Creek shoreline consists of privately owned 
and poorly maintained bulkheads, making this valu-
able border between land and water inhospitable 
to native wildlife, undesirable for maritime use and 
inaccessible to the community. 

To improve this situation, the Newtown Creek Al-
liance (NCA) has worked to identify shoreline sec-
tions for revitalization efforts that can provide 
public access, create environmental benefits and 
work for local industrial businesses. This study 
focuses on the northern terminus of North Henry 
Street in Greenpoint, Brooklyn as an area with 
vast potential for community, environmental and 
industrial revitalization. 

INTRODUCTION
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SITE LOCATION

(Image credit: terrain nyc)
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SITE LOCATION SITE LOCATIONSITE LOCATION

STUDY SITE
This report focusses on the area to the west of North 
Henry Street, between Kingsland Avenue and New-
town Creek. The site comprises 340 feet of degraded 
shoreline and half an acre of upland area. Accord-
ing to property records, the upland portion is an 
extension of North Henry Street (NYC Department 
of Transportation) and the shoreline is part of Block 
2508, Lot 1 (NYC Department of Sanitation). The area 
is zoned M3-1 for heavy manufacturing. Details on 
the history and current conditions of the study site 
are included in the following pages.
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When Newtown Creek Water Pollution Control Plant 
(WPCP) was upgraded, a portion of North Henry street 
was demapped. This left the northern portion un-
connected to the segment running from Greenpoint 
Avenue to Nassau Avenue. The street is unpaved and 
serves almost exclusively as egress to the northern en-
trance of Allocco Recycling. 

This is one of the busiests areas of Newtown Creek 
for marine traffic. Allocco Recycling and Sims Recy-
cling (just opposite on the Queens side) both main-
tain active bulkheads loading multiple barges six 
days a week, the bulkheads are in turn constantly 
swapped with empty barges brought in and out by 
tug boats. The DEP Sludge Boat docks once a day in 
Whale Creek to the west, and Metro Fuels to the east 
maintains an active dock for fuel barges. To accom-
modate such use, the main channel of the Creek is 
about 23 to 28 feet deep in this area.

This very wide street served as a significant route for 
the Department of Sanitation for a number of years in 
bringing garbage to the Marine Transfer Station (de-
funct since 2000) and Greenpoint Incinerator (closed in 
1994, demolished in 2002). There is no through traffic 
because it is a dead end street. During business hours,  
it is a busy thoroughfare for trucks coming into and 
out of Allocco Recycling, with minimal traffic to the 
WPCP and Sanitation properties. 

This small body of water, also known as the Un-
named Canal or Public Basin, serves no current 
maritime use. The western shore borders the de-
funct Marine Transfer Station, which consists of  
a wooden bulkhead in good condition. The upper 
reaches are too shallow to support maritime use 
and the eastern shore is mostly collapsed and un-
stable - two important features detailed further in 
the study.

NORTH HENRY STREET NEWTOWN CREEK - MAIN CHANNEL KINGSLAND AVENUE ‘NO NAME’ INLET
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Aerial view of North Henry Street study site and ‘No Name’ inlet, April 2015.

 North Henry Street study site looking south, September 2015.

North Henry Street study site looking north, September 2015.
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HISTORICAL CONTEXT

Aerial photograph. January, 1941.  Courtesy FirestSearch
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Before European settlement, in modern day Queens 
and Brooklyn, it was estimated that 1,200 acres 
of tidal wetland were located along the banks of 
Newtown Creek. Old maps show a large section of 
wetland that was located around what came to be 
known as Whale Creek. Therefore, the study area 
was likely an expansive low lying marsh up until the 
1800s, when industrial activities began to reshape 
the Newtown Creek. 

PRE-INDUSTRIAL
While it was common practice in nineteenth century 
New York City to extend property lines by adding fill 
materials past a natural shoreline and building out 
over surrounding waters, the study area at North Hen-
ry Street seems to have followed an opposite trend. 
Historic maps, including Sanborn fire insurance maps 
from 1880, 1884 and 1887, indicate that the ‘No Name’ 
inlet area was at the time solid land, complete with 
streets that no longer exist here, including Holland 

Street and Paidge Avenue. It was not until 1904 that 
the ‘No Name’ inlet, as well as the modern Sanita-
tion lot to the west, appear on the Sanborn maps as 
one large body of water, labeled the ‘Public Basin’ 
and separated from Whale Creek with a long pier. 
Aerial photography from 1924, 1941, 1944, 1951 and 
1954 confirm the ‘Public Basin’ area, with numerous 
barges tied up along the shoreline as well as rafts of 
lumber floating within the basin.

Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps from 1898 and 1916 show the creation of the Public Basin. Courtesy New York Public Library.

HOLLAND STREET & PUBLIC BASIN - 1880 TO 1958

Map showing the original high and low grounds, salt marsh and shore lines in the city of Brooklyn: from original government surveys made in 1876-7. 
Published 1876 by N.Y. Board of Health; courtesy New York Public Library.
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HISTORICAL CONTEXT

Currently occupied by Allocco Recycling, the area just 
east of the study site formerly housed the Grease 
and Compounding Works (also known as the Former 
Lube Plant) for the Standard Oil Company Of New 
York (SOCCONY), from approximately 1892 to 1985. The 
Former Lube Plant manufactured grease, oil blending, 
compounding, and specialty products and was once 
part of a 79 acre Greenpoint facility extending all the 
way to the modern day Kosciuszko Bridge. The facili-
ties were originally operated by the Standard Oil Trust, 
which became SOCCONY in 1911, then Mobil Oil in 1955 
and eventually ExxonMobil in 1999. 

In 1979 it was discovered that a massive plume of crude 
oil - estimated more than 17 million gallons of prod-
uct - had contaminated soil and groundwater beneath 
the former Mobil facilities and surrounding residential 
neighborhood. This became known as the Greenpoint 
Oil Spill, which is still being remediated under the 
direction of the New York State Department of Con-
servation (NYSDEC). As part of the investigation and 
cleanup efforts, monitoring and recovery wells were 
placed throughout the area, including the Former Lube 
Plant site (referred to as plot OU-1 in the Remediation 
Project). In 1979-80, free product was measured in 18 

of 46 monitoring wells on the OU-1 site, with an un-
known volume of petroleum product removed from 
recovery well RW-7. ExxonMobil sold the property in 
1985, with monitoring and recovery protocols kept 
in place. As of 2016, inconsequential amounts of pe-
troleum product have been collected from recovery 
wells on OU-1, as the primary plume exists south of 
Greenpoint Avenue (see map). However, high levels 
of various chemicals, including chlorinated VOCs, 
MTBE, acetone and some PAHs are still found within 
the groundwater. The NYSDEC has recommended to 
continue monitoring on the site and incorporate in-
situ biota as means to break down contamination 
within the groundwater.

It is important to note that OU-1 does not include 
the North Henry Street study site.  To date, no moni-
toring or recovery wells have been located on the 
study site leaving the contamination levels of sedi-
ments and groundwater - relating to the Greenpoint 
Oil Spill or other pollution sources - are not known at 
this point. A full Phase 2 environmental site assess-
ment is recommended for the study site to provide 
data on the presence of underground contaminants. 

HISTORICAL CONTEXT

STANDARD OIL / SOCCONY - 1892 TO 1985

Map of Greenpoint Oil Spill showing historic and current (as of May 2015) plume. The OU-1 site, outlined in green, lies just 
East of North Henry Street study site (detail below).
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HISTORICAL CONTEXT

MARINE TRANSFER STATION & GREENPOINT 
INCINERATOR - 1956 TO 2002
The Greenpoint Incinerator and Greenpoint Marine 
Transfer Station (MTS) began as a small ash dump es-
tablished by the City of New York in the 1920s, even-
tually evolved into two waste facilities. Both facilities 
were built out over Newtown Creek, reducing the size 
of ‘No Name’, which was then separated from Whale 
Creek by a narrow pier. The Incinerator was in opera-
tion from 1958 to 1994 and eventually demolished in 
2002, just a year after the MTS ceased operation with 
the closure of Fresh Kills landfill in 2001. For decades, 

these facilities generated enormous amounts of 
truck traffic and air pollution, affecting the sur-
rounding area. It was an environmental burden that 
fueled great concern and disfavor from Greenpoint 
residents. A 2004 study examined the option to re-
design and reopen a handful of defunct NYC MTS 
facilities; ultimately the Greenpoint facility was not 
selected. As of 2015, the MTS remains out of commis-
sion with no proposed plans going forward.

HISTORICAL CONTEXT

WPCP UPGRADE - 1998 TO 2014
Originally built in 1967, the Newtown Creek Water 
Pollution Control Plant (WPCP) underwent a major, 
multi-billion dollar upgrade from 1998 to 2014 to im-
prove and expand treatment capacities. During this 
time the study area was fenced off and occupied by 
various construction and electrical contractors work-
ing on the WPCP upgrade. These contractors brought 

dozens of containers and temporary buildings, many 
of which laid dormant on the site into 2015. As of 
November 2015, all remaining trailers, structures and 
equipment used during the upgrade were removed 
from the site.

North Henry Street with Study Site to the right and Greenpoint Incinerator in the background. Photo circa 2003, courtesy Anthony Hamboussi.Defunct Marine Transfer Station, 2016.
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HISTORICAL CONTEXT HISTORICAL CONTEXT

 A community cleanup with DSNY of the North Henry Street site, circa 2002. Photo courtesy Laura Hofmann.

In the early 2000s, North Henry Street study site was 
identified as a potential opportunity for community 
access and environmental restoration. Members of 
the Newtown Creek Monitoring Committee (NCMC) 
recognized potential of the area with the upgrade of 
the Newtown Creek WPCP and design of the Newtown 
Creek Nature Walk. Additionally, community members 
participated in a shoreline cleanup - in conjunction 
with the Sanitation Department - to improve condi-

In 2015, NCA installed the Living Dock, a small floating 
habitat structure off the ‘No Name’ shoreline. The dock 
hosts salt marsh grasses and a number of various habi-
tat units for marine wildlife within Newtown Creek. 
In addition to its bioremediation function, with salt 
marsh grasses absorbing excess nutrients, the project 
has proved successful in drawing in various types of 
fish and crustaceans and demonstrating the biologi-
cal activity of a slowly recovering Newtown Creek. The 

calm waters and non maritime use of the ‘No Name’ 
inlet have made an ideal location for hosting the Liv-
ing Dock. Although the dock is currently inaccessible 
to the general public via land, our vision for access and 
restoration along North Henry Street would increase 
the significance and viability of projects like the Living 
Dock.

tions on the site. In 2010, NCA director Kate Zidar 
and artist Jackie Brookner proposed a green infra-
structure installation on the site entitled Green Eggs 
Wetland Park, the intent was to remediate runoff, 
improve air quality and increase public awareness 
for environmental issues. While the project failed to 
secure funding, many of the basic ideas of the Green 
Eggs have influenced this site study and planning 
process.

COMMUNITY INTEREST - 2000 TO PRESENT

The Living Dock, designed and built by NCA. More info: http://livingdock.tumblr.com/
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The New York City Department of Environmental 
Protection (NYCDEP) is currently in the process of ex-
panding the Newtown Creek Nature Walk, following 
the designs of park designer and artist George Trakas. 
Phase 1 of the Nature Walk, which runs from the end 
of Paidge Avenue around the WPCP and along Whale 
Creek, was completed in 2007 as the first improved 
public access along Newtown Creek. Phase 2 will ex-
tend the Nature Walk from its current terminus to the 
eastern side of Whale Creek with an elevated walkway 
and bridge to run the perimeter of the walled in canal. 
Phase 3 will connect to the Phase 2 walkway at the 
Southeast corner of Whale Creek and feature a 25,000 
sq foot section running from the Creek to Kingsland 

Avenue, where there will be a second entrance to 
the park. The phase 3 area will feature a number of 
historical placards, native plantings and public space 
components. Such an addition to the park will draw 
visitors from both western Greenpoint, via the ex-
isting Paidge Avenue entrance, as well as eastern 
Greenpoint towards the study site which sits next to 
the Phase 3 entrance at Kingsland Avenue and North 
Henry Street. The planned expansion of the Na-
ture Walk is scheduled to be completed in 2017. This 
added public space - directly adjacent to the North 
Henry Street study site - will provide significant im-
provements to pedestrian access and increased com-
munity presence into the area. 

HISTORICAL CONTEXT

NATURE WALK, PHASE 2 + 3

HISTORICAL CONTEXT

Site plan for Phases 2 and 3 of the Newtown Creek Nature Walk. Courtesy Quennell Rothschild & Partners; George Trakas; Greenley & Hansen. Kingsland Avenue entrance. Courtesy Quennell Rothschild & Partners; George Trakas; Greenley & Hansen.

 Overhead view. Courtesy Quennell Rothschild & Partners; George Trakas; Greenley & Hansen.
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CURRENT CONDITIONS CURRENT CONDITIONS

Maps showing depth readings measured from mean high water (MHW) by Newtown Creek Alliance in Fall 2015.

In the fall of 2015, NCA conducted a bathymetric survey 
of the ‘No Name’ inlet with the purpose of measuring 
the depth of this inactive area to an accuracy of the 
nearest quarter foot. Our analog method measured 
depths from Mean High Water (MHW) along fixed co-
ordinates every 20 feet in both directions, including 
soundings along the shorelines. The shallow depths 
towards the head of the Inlet are apparent at low tides 
and our sounding survey gives a detailed picture of 

how deep the waters are throughout the Inlet and 
as one approaches the main channel of Newtown 
Creek. Such information is useful, not just for navi-
gational purposes, but in planning for any marsh res-
toration efforts along the eastern shore or head of 
the Inlet. The average tidal range in Newtown Creek 
is just over four feet, depending on our position rela-
tive to the Moon and Sun.

‘NO NAME’ BATHYMETRY 

Measuring MHW at ‘No Name’ inlet. Newtown Creek Alliance, Fall 2015.
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CURRENT CONDITIONS CURRENT CONDITIONS

The Buckeye Pipeline, a nationwide fuel delivery net-
work, which helps deliver jetfuel to LaGuardia and 
JFK airports, runs parallel to ‘No Name’ inlet directly 
under North Henry street. The Pipeline crosses be-
neath Newtown Creek and an access shaft is located 
at the northernmost section of the study site. The 
position of the pipeline and access shaft presents 
significant constraints in any efforts to manipulate 
the site below grade or alter conditions near the 
Creek.

Multiple signs on the site indicate the presence of Buckeye Pipeline infrastructure below ground.

BUCKEYE PIPELINE

Preliminary soil tests show high levels of heavy metals.

It is common for upland soils around Newtown Creek 
to contain significant levels of heavy metals, often due 
to the use of historic fill in combination with general 
industrial operations in the area. Although a thorough 
assessment of the North Henry Street site has yet to 
be conducted, preliminary investigations conducted 
over the course of this study revealed elevated levels 
of various heavy metals including manganese, lead, 
zinc and copper. Additional analysis of the soils on 

site should test for the presence of petroleum and 
chemical contaminants. Future uses of the site may 
be reliant upon a more comprehensive study and 
possible remediation of soil contamination. 

While a proper sampling and evaluation needs to 
be conducted, efforts to plant vegetation on the 
site will likely require serious soil remediation and 
amendments.

SOIL QUALITY
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CURRENT CONDITIONSSITE LOCATION

Over the course of 12 months, NCA observed a diverse range of plant and ani-
mal species present at the site, mostly on the shoreline and within the Inlet. 
No trapping or capture techniques were employed. 

Image Left: Ribbed mussels along the ‘No Name’ inlet shoreline.

FAUNA

AMERICAN CROW - Corvus brachyrhynchos
AMERICAN EEL - Anguilla rostrata
ATLANTIC SILVERSIDE - Menidia menidia
BARN SWALLOW - Hirundo rustica
BLACK CROWNED NIGHT HERON - Nycticorax nycticorax
BLUE CRAB - Callinectes sapidus
CANADA GOOSE - Branta canadensis
COMB JELLY - Mnemiopsis leidyi
COMMON YELLOWTHROAT - Geothlypis trichas
DOUBLE BREASTED CORMORANT - Phalacrocorax auritus
FERAL CAT - Felis catus
FIDDLER CRAB - Uca pugilator
GRASS SHRIMP - Palaemonetes pugio
GRASSHOPPER - Caelifera
GREAT BLACK BACKED GULL - Larus marinus
GREAT EGRET - Ardea alba
HERRING HULL - Larus argentatus
LAUGHING GULL - Larus atricilla
MALLARD - Anas platyrhynchos
MENHADEN - Brevoortia tyrannus
MOCKINGBIRD - Mimus polyglottos
MOURNING DOVE - Zenaida macroura
MUD CRAB - Panopeus herbstii 
MUMMICHOG - Fundulus heteroclitus
MUSKRAT - Ondatra zibethicus
NORWAY RAT - Rattus norvegicus
OPOSSUM - Didelphis virginiana
OYSTER - Crassostrea virginica
PIGEON - Columba livia
RACCOON - Procyon lotor
RIBBED MUSSEL - Geukensia demissa
SAND SHRIMP - Crangon crangon
SEMIPALMATED PLOVER - Charadrius melodus
SLIPPER SNAIL - Crepidula fornicata
SNAIL - Cornu aspersum
SPARROW - Melospiza melodia
STARLING - Sturnus vulgaris
STRIPED ANEMONE - Diadumene lineata
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ANNUAL BLUEGRASS - Poa annua
BIRD VETCH - Vicia cracca
BITTERSWEET NIGHTSHADE - Solanum dulcamara
CANADA GOLDENROD - Solidago canadensis
CARPETWEED - Mollugo verticillata
CHICORY - Cichorium intybus
COMMON LAMBSQUARTERS - Chenopodium album
COMMON MILKWEED - Asclepias syriaca
COMMON RAGWEED - Ambrosia artemisiifolia
COMMON REED - Phragmites australis
COTTONWOOD - Hibiscus tiliaceus
CYPERUS ESCULENTUS - Yellow Nutsedge
DOWNY BROME - Bromus tectorum
EVENING PRIMROSE - Oenothera biennis
FALL DANDELION - Scorzoneroides autumnalis
FALL PANICUM - Panicum dichotomiflorum
GROUND IVY - Glechoma hederacea
HONEY LOCUST - Gleditsia triacanthos
MUGWORT - Artemisia vulgaris
PERENNIAL SOWTHISTLE - Sonchus arvensis
RABBITFOOT CLOVER - Trifolium arvense
SPOTTED SPURGE - Euphorbia maculata
TALL FESCUE - Festuca arundinacea
TREE OF HEAVEN - Ailanthus altissima
VIRGINIA CREEPER - Parthenocissus quinquefolia
VIRGINIA PEPPERWEED - Lepidium virginicum
WHITE HEATH ASTER - Symphyotrichum ericoides
WHITE MULBERRY - Morus alba
WILD CARROT - Daucus carota
WILD GARLIC - Allium ursinum

During the Fall of 2014, the Site was inventoried for existing plant species. Both 
exotic and native plant species were present. 

Images Left: photographs taken of plant species found on the Site.

FLORA
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2015 results for Dissolved Oxygen and Enterococcus. See notes for further information.

Dissolved oxygen (DO) is a basic requirement for 
marine wildlife. Certain areas of Newtown Creek, 
those that are more stagnant and in close proximity 
to Combined Sewer Overflow outfalls, can suffer from 
dangerously low, as well as abnormally high levels of 
DO. New York State uses the threshold of 3mg/L as a 
bare minimum required for fish survival. To evaluate 
the severity of DO levels within the ‘No Name’ inlet 
NCA took 23 readings from June through August. DO 
levels tend to be lower in summer months as higher 
water temperatures allow for less oxygen solubility. 
The highest reading was 8.69 mg/L; the lowest 2.99 
mg/L with an overall average of 4.8 mg/L. NCA also 
compared these readings to those obtained by the 
NYC DEP that were conducted nearby at the mouth 
of Whale Creek. Sixteen surface DO readings were 
taken from May through September. The results were 
incredibly similar to those taken by NCA. The highest 
reading was 8.78 mg/L; the lowest 2.79 mg/L with an 
overall average of 4.9 mg/L. This data indicates a fairly 
safe level of DO within the water column. 

Enterococcus is a sewage indicating bacteria tested 
by a number of agencies and organizations in de-
termining water quality levels related to exposure 
activities like swimming. As part of the NYC Citizens 
Water Quality program, NCA collected 20 samples 
from ‘No Name’ surface water from May through Oc-
tober 2015. Enterococcus is measured in MPN (most 
probable number), with >100 MPN used as health 
department standard for unswimmable waters. 
Other factors, including marine traffic and chemical 
contaminants, make Newtown Creek unfit for swim-
ming regardless of bacteria levels, but the 100 MPN 
threshold can nevertheless be useful in comparison 
with other locations. In sum, 60 percent of samples 
from ‘No Name’ were >100 MPN. This number is par-
ticularly high when compared to nearby locations as 
well as the harbor on a whole. Testing just one half 
of a mile downstream at the Pulaski Bridge (where 
greater tidal currents create less stagnant condi-
tions) yielded results >100 MPN just 30 percent of 
the time. The 2015 NYC Citizens Water Quality pro-
gram in total (over 850 samples taken from 46 sites) 
yielded 27 percent of samples >100 MPN.

WATER QUALITY
During the summer of 2015, NCA measured water quality parameters within the ‘No Name’ inlet, looking at 
both dissolved oxygen and enterococcus levels. 
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Direct drainage pipe at the head of ‘No Name’ inlet during a rainstorm. Assorted trash and pollution near the head of ‘No Name’ inlet.

At the head of ‘No Name’ sits a direct drainage pipe 
near the mean high tide mark. This pipe drains a few 
hundred square foot area near the entrance to the 
defunct Marine Transfer Station (MTS). Given the 
high amount of truck traffic and air emissions gen-
erated by the MTS and Greenpoint Incinerator, it is 
likely that rainwater running off the site did carry 
high levels of heavy metals, petroleum products 
and other chemical contaminants generated during 
years of operation. However, with current minimal 
use of the Sanitation lot, the expected contaminant 
loads of runoff entering ‘No Name’ are likely insig-
nificant when compared to other discharge sources 
in the Creek. 

The most visible form of pollution within the inlet is 
floatable debris. Plastic bags, food packaging, foam 
products and numerous other types of buoyant trash 
enter the Creek through CSOs, direct discharge pipes 
and other upland sources. Given the dead end geogra-
phy of ‘No Name’, floatables often congregate in the 
head of the inlet before being pushed out by tidal and 
wind forces. There are currently no efforts to remove 
floatables.

RUNOFF SOURCESFLOATABLE DEBRIS

Shown here are the numerous CSO outfalls in close proximity to the study site, as well as volume and frequency of discharges per year.

One major negative impact on water quality within 
Newtown Creek is Combined Sewer Overflow (CSO), 
which releases untreated sewage and stormwater into 
the Creek during most rain events. There are 22 CSO 
outfalls on Newtown Creek, releasing an approximate 
3.2 billion gallons of combined sewage per year. Over 
90 percent of that total volume is discharged through 
just five of these outfalls. There are no CSOs in the ‘No 
Name’ inlet, but others nearby impact water quality 
within the inlet.

SUPERFUND SITE
In 2010 the Newtown Creek was designated a Super-
fund site by the United States Environmental Pro-
tection Agency (EPA). The investigation is primarily 

MAP OF CSOs
focussed on high levels of chemical contamination 
within Creek sediments. While the final remediation 
plan has yet to be determined, it will likely include 
various scenarios of dredging and/or capping. Con-
cern over contamination and the potential need to 
remove contaminated sediments presents potential 
challenges for revitalization of the Site, especially 
for designs that may make use of, disrupt or remove 
surface sediments from ‘No Name’ inlet. The com-
pletion of the Remedial Investigation and Feasibil-
ity Study (RI/FS) will provide useful information in 
determining the levels of chemical contamination 
present within sediments removed from ‘No Name’ 
inlet and help guide design decisions involving sedi-
ments going forward.
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The eastern shoreline along ‘No Name’ presents nu-
merous challenges and opportunities for restoration 
and stabilization. The shoreline, approximately 340 
feet in total length, varies greatly in composition 
type, slope and stability. In an effort to distinguish be-
tween these different shoreline conditions, our study 
identified seven separate shoreline zones, as indicated 
on the image above. As seen, much of the shoreline 
consists of sloping concrete sections that decrease in 

elevation moving north from the head of ‘No Name’. 
The presence of an exposed timber frame support-
ing concrete sections, shown above (a typical con-
struction technique employed in the early twentieth 
century), at the head of the Inlet suggest the entire 
shore may have once been a single linear bulkhead at 
grade with North Henry Street. Early aerial photog-
raphy show barges docked up along the shoreline, 

SHORELINE CONDITIONS
which would indicate a consistent at-grade bulkhead, 
but resolution is too poor to determine the actual 
shoreline composition or elevation. In its current state, 
the shoreline is not suitable for maritime use. Further 
north along the shoreline, past the sloping concrete 
sections is a steep area with various types of debris, 
including large i-beams filling the intertidal area. It is 
unclear if this debris is providing any structural ben-
efits to the shore, but removal of the items would be 

beneficial for habitat restoration in the long term. 
Another topographical oddity is a submerged con-
crete shelf that rests about two feet below MHW. 
Again its origin and stabilization impact are un-
known. The remaining shoreline near the mouth of 
the inlet is a modern timber bulkhead, installed re-
cently with improvements to the Buckeye Pipeline 
access area.
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FUTURE VISION
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During 2014 and 2015, NCA solicited ideas from 
community members as to what might be possible 
and preferable at the study site. Outreach activities 
included an on-site envisioning workshop led by artist 
Matej Vakula. A number of ideas for community use 
and environmental improvements were generated. 
NCA, working with landscape architecture firm 
terrain-nyc, evaluated the proposed ideas and 
through follow up conversations with advisors from 
Allocco Recycling, NYC DEP and NYS DEC developed 
a long term vision focussed on ecological restoration 
and public access.

FUTURE VISION

 NCA with partner organizations and agencies discussing restoration options for the Site.

+Benches overlooking Inlet
+Community composting site
+Community dock and boating program
+Community garden
+Concrete planters throughout the site
+DIY skatepark
+Elevated observatory for viewing of Creek and City
+Expansive raingarden
+Floating walkways through marsh
+Floating wetlands as bioremediators
+Handball/basketball courts
+Inland cove for wetlands
+Large solid wall along the street to keep out dust and 
noise+Water themed playground
+Mini forest habitat

+On water laboratories
+Planting of native trees upland
+Public space for shows and gatherings
+Remove all concrete to absorb runoff
+Repurpose temporary buildings 
+Rock benches like Manhattan Ave Street End
+Shade structure with ivy
+Sloping grade to the water from North Henry street
+Small amphitheater
+Terracing along entire shoreline with marsh plants
+Use of shipping containers for outdoor structures
+Use of solar lighting for nighttime use
+Use structures that are vandal proof
+Wetland restoration near head of existing inlet

FUTURE VISION

COMMUNITY GENERATED IDEAS

Visioning workshop with Matej Vakula, April 2015.
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FUTURE VISION FUTURE VISION

Revisioning of the land adjacent to “No Name” Inlet (Image credit: terrain-nyc)

In recognition of the industrial nature of the area and 
needs of local business partner Allocco Recycling, we 
envision a shared use approach to restoring the study 
site at North Henry Street. Wherein the operational 
needs of the business, which primarily include added 
capacity for staging, loading and storage are balanced 

with goals of access to and restoration of the shore-
line. To accomplish dual uses, we envision a delinea-
tion of the study site using hard barriers and fenc-
ing, safely separating industrial operations upland 
from restoration efforts and access features along 
the shoreline.

SHARED USE
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FUTURE VISION FUTURE VISION

Given the proximity to phase 3 of the Nature Walk, a 
city run and maintained open space serving the sur-
rounding community, designs for the North Henry 
Street site do not need to make public use the primary 
focus. Instead, the site can address another highly im-
portant local need, the lack of shoreline vegetation 
and resulting ecological services. We recommend a 
heavy planting of native plants throughout the inter-
tidal and upland zones.

The existing shallow waters and calm conditions in 
the head of the Inlet make for an inviting location 
to re-introduce a salt marsh habitat. Additionally, a 
portion of the sloping bulkhead in the head of the 
Inlet could be removed, fill excavated and graded to 
allow the marsh to expand further in-land. A vibrant 
marsh of common cordgrass would be tremendously 
beneficial in providing marine habitat and water 
quality improvements. 

ECOLOGICAL RESTORATION + ACCESS
Sketches produced by terrain-nyc, envisioning future use of the site. 
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EPA website for Newtown Creek:
http://cumulis.epa.gov/supercpad/cursites/csitinfo.cfm?id=0206282

Information about Greenpoint Oil Spill:
http://nysdecgreenpoint.com/

Newtown Creek Brownfield Opportunity Area (BOA):
http://www.newtowncreekalliance.org/boa/

Information regarding Marine Transfer Station:
Kosciuszko Bridge Project. Newtown Creek Navigation Analysis September 22, 2005.
Commercial Waste Management Study. Volume III - Appendix A: MTS Environmental 
Evaluation, March 2004.

Citizens’ Water Quality Testing Program:
http://nycwatertrail.org/water_quality.html

NYC DEP Harbor Water Sampling Data:
http://www.nyc.gov/html/dep/html/harborwater/harbor_water_sampling_results.shtml

Greenpoint Weather and Rainfall:
http://www.wunderground.com/q/zmw:11222.1.99999

Tidal information for Newtown Creek:
https://tidesandcurrents.noaa.gov

Newtown Creek Nature Walk:
http://www.nyc.gov/html/dep/html/environmental_education/newtown.shtml

Information on Green Eggs Wetland Project:
http://greenpointnews.com/2010/10/21/green-eggs-and-home-biosculptures-in-the-
neighborhood/

Newtown Creek Restoration Ecology Presentation by John McLaughlin (2014):
https://newtowncreekcag.files.wordpress.com/2014/02/oes-netown-cag-presentation.pdf

Mitch Waxman’s photos of North Henry Street Study Site:
https://www.flickr.com/photos/mitchwaxman/tags/unnamedcanal/

RESOURCES + FURTHER INFORMATION
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Allocco Recycling, NYC Department of Environmental Protection, NY State Department of Environmental Con-
servation, Councilmember Stephen Levin, Assemblymember Joseph Lentol, Newtown Creek Monitoring Com-
mittee, North Brooklyn Boat Club, Public Laboratory for Open Technology and Science, Mike Allocco, Sarah 
Durand, Damion Lawyer, John McLaughlin, Patterson Beckwith, Matej Vakula, Liz Barry, Lisa Bloodgood, Eric 
Lehan, Mitch Waxman, Anthony Hamboussi, Christine Holowacz and Laura Hofmann. 

This project is made possible with funding provided by the Office of the New York State Attorney General 
(NYSAG) and the New York State Department of Environmental Conservation (NYSDEC) through the Greenpoint 
Community Environmental Fund (GCEF). The views and conclusions contained in this document are those of the 
authors and should not be interpreted as representing the opinions or policies of the GCEF, NYSAG or NYSDEC.

All photos courtesy NCA Program Manager Willis Elkins, unless otherwise noted.
Booklet design by terrain-nyc.

SPECIAL THANKS

terrain-nyc
Landscape Architecture PC
www.terrain-nyc.net
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