
 
To:  Community Advisory Panel (CAP), Greenpoint Community Environmental Fund (GCEF) 
From:  Greenpoint Community Environmental Fund  
Date: October 15th, 2020 
Re:  GCEF Update, January 1, 2019 – October 15th, 2020 
 
Dear Community Advisory Panel, 
 
To say that a lot has happened both for GCEF and in the world since we last brought you a program 
update is a tremendous understatement. First, and foremost, we hope that you and your loved ones are 
well, and as we move through these unprecedented times, remain so. As part of our ongoing effort to keep 
you fully informed about the GCEF program, we’d like to provide an update on GCEF project and 
program activities and accomplishments for 2019 and the first three quarters of 2020.  
 
Highlights 
 
Here are some highlights, with more details provided below: 
 

• Most GCEF projects wrapped up their regular activities in the summer of 2019, with the exception 
of the Greenpoint Library and Environmental Education Center, which finished construction in 
early September and is now expected to open to the public for lobby service on October 20th.  

 
• In the fall of 2019, GCEF offered all GCEF grantees training to assist the organizations with 

planning for the future and sustain their environmental work in the community.  
 

• In early 2020, GCEF was able to offer an additional grant opportunity to its grantees for supplies 
and one-time activities.  This resulted in 18 additional grants totaling over $333,000. 

 
• GCEF continued its robust outreach efforts, communicating GCEF program activities and grantee 

events to the Greenpoint community through its various social media channels.  The 
accomplishments of GCEF grantees continued to garner considerable news coverage. 

 
Special Announcements 
 
Before we get into more details, we’d like to make announcements regarding the continuation of the 
program beyond its originally-scheduled conclusion at the end of this year.  Due to the coronavirus 
pandemic and the challenges it has posed to many of our 2020 grantees in implementing their projects on 
their original timeframes, GCEF decided to extend the program for another year – through the end of 
2021. This will allow our grantees to provide the full community benefits of their projects as COVID-
related restrictions continue (hopefully) to ease in the coming year.  Further, while our long-time co-
administrators – the National Fish and Wildlife Foundation (NFWF) and the North Brooklyn 
Development Corporation (NBDC) – will be ending their service this year, we are pleased to announce 
that Laura Treciokas, who has served as a member of the CAP since its inception, in the early years of the 
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program as GCEF’s Outreach Coordinator, and now serves as the program’s Outreach Consultant, has 
agreed to administer the program in 2021. 
 
But for the remainder of this year, NFWF and NBDC will continue in their roles as the GCEF program’s 
general administrators. If you would like more information about any of the items covered in this update – 
or anything related to GCEF – please feel free to contact Melissa Gibbons at melissa.gibbons@nfwf.org.  
Thank you for your continuing support and assistance to GCEF, and helping with the “greening” of 
Greenpoint.      
 
Additional Funding Invested in Greenpoint – Over $330,000! 
 
As a result of cost-savings and conservative planning, GCEF projected late last year that the program 
would have additional uncommitted funds at the end of 2020, its scheduled final year.  As a consequence, 
last December, GCEF announced to its grantees that more funding would be made available in early 2020. 
Subsequently, in February 2020, GCEF administrators notified grantees that it would accept applications 
for funding for the purchase of supplies and materials, staff time, and related expenses for discrete 
activities (one-time events or activities) that would have a significant benefit to the Greenpoint 
environment. In order to assist in bringing the GCEF program to a close at the end of 2020, the 
application notice specified that all funding needed to be spent no later than August 31st. The minimum 
funding request was $1,000. Grantees were able to apply for expedited funding (for projects that needed 
to begin immediately) and non-expedited funding. A total of 22 proposals requesting $614,833.35 were 
received in February 2020.  
 
While applications were being considered in March, the Novel Coronavirus Disease, COVID-19, was 
declared a pandemic by the World Health Organization and a national emergency was declared in the 
United States concerning the COVID-19 outbreak. Subsequently, several organizations that had applied 
for funding expressed concern about the impact that on-going Coronavirus-related restrictions would have 
on their ability to complete their proposed activities by the August 31st deadline and requested that GCEF 
extend this deadline so that the community would be best served by the proposed activities. GCEF agreed 
with this concern. As a result, and in anticipation of an easing of coronavirus restrictions over time, GCEF 
decided to extend the date by which all funded activities must be completed by a full year –- until August 
31, 2021. Accordingly, the GCEF program will not end in 2020 as originally scheduled, but will continue 
for another year, through the end of 2021.  
 
On October 6th, 2020, GCEF announced that grants totaling $333,810 were awarded to 18 environmental 
improvement projects. These grants bring GCEF’s total investment in Greenpoint’s environmental 
priorities to almost $68 million.   
 
The projects awarded GCEF funding in the 2020 are:  
 
Project Title: REUSABLE GREENPOINT: BAG PRINTING AND GIVEAWAY 
Grant Recipient: North Brooklyn Neighbors (aka Neighbor’s Allied for Good Growth) 
Project Location: Greenpoint-wide 
GCEF Grant Award: $7,500 
 
Project Title: SAFE SOILS IN GREENPOINT 
Grant Recipient: North Brooklyn Neighbors (aka Neighbors Allied for Good Growth) 
Project Location: Greenpoint-wide 
GCEF Grant Award: $9,280 
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Project Title: GREENPOINT ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION CENTER – LOCAL HISTORY 
AND STEM PROGRAMMING AT BPL 
Grant Recipient: Brooklyn Public Library-Greenpoint Branch 
Project Location: 107 Norman Avenue @ Leonard Street  
GCEF Grant Award: $2,722 
 
Project Title: NEWTOWN CREEK SAMPLES III 
Grant Recipient: Newtown Creek Alliance 
Project Location: Newtown Creek with educational programming throughout Greenpoint 
GCEF Grant Award: $7,366 
 
Project Title: GREENPOINT ECO-SCHOOLS: GREENPOINT SCHOOLYARD HABITAT 
PROJECTS 
Grant Recipient: National Wildlife Federation 
Project Locations: P.S. 31 Samuel F. Dupont, P.S. 34 Oliver H. Perry, and John Ericsson 
M.S. 126  
GCEF Grant Award: $26,218 
 
Project Title: GREENPOINT ECO-SCHOOLS: MANHATTAN AVENUE STREET END PARK 
GARDEN UPGRADES  
Grant Recipient: National Wildlife Federation 
Project Locations: Manhattan Avenue Street End Park 
GCEF Grant Award: $10,762 
 
Project Title: GREENPOINT SEED KIT ACTIVITIES AND CURRICULUM 
Grant Recipient: National Wildlife Federation 
Project Locations: P.S. 31 Samuel F. Dupont, P.S. 34 Oliver H. Perry, P.S. 110 The Monitor and John 
Ericsson M.S. 126  
GCEF Grant Award: $53,612 
 
Project Title: PS 110 GARDEN RENOVATION UPDATE 
Grant Recipient: P.S. 110 PTA  
Project Location: Next to Public School 110, The Monitor School, 124 Monitor Street 
GCEF Grant Award: $21,295.20 
 
Project Title: ECO SCHOOLS: REUSABLE BAG GIVEAWAY 
Grant Recipient: P.S. 110 PTA 
Project Location: Next to Public School 110, The Monitor School, 124 Monitor Street 
GCEF Grant Award: $21,609 
 
Project Title: GREENPOINT PUBLIC PADDLE AND KAYAK EVENTS 
Grant Recipient: North Brooklyn Community Boathouse 
Project Locations: Newtown Creek 
GCEF Grant Award: $46,228 
 
Project Title: NORTH BROOKLYN COMMUNITY BOATHOUSE CAPACITY BUILDING 
Grant Recipient: North Brooklyn Community Boathouse 
Project Locations: 51 Ash Street, Greenpoint 
GCEF Grant Award: $15,000 
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Project Title: HORTICULTURAL MAINTENANCE AT MCGOLRICK PARK 
Grant Recipient: The Horticultural Society of New York 
Project Location: McGolrick Park 
GCEF Grant Award: $11,000 
 
Project Title: FOR THE BIRDS! ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION PROGRAM RECORDED 
LESSONS & ACTIVITIES 
Grant Recipient: National Audubon Society/Audubon New York 
Project Locations: P.S. 31 Samuel F. Dupont School and also available on the GCEF  website 
GCEF Grant Award: $1,555 
 
Project Title: ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION PUBLIC EVENTS AT KINGSLAND 
WILDFLOWERS 
Grant Recipient: Newtown Creek Alliance 
Project Location: 520 Kingsland Avenue 
GCEF Grant Award: $18,590 
 
Project Title: 61 FRANKLIN ST. COMMUNITY GARDEN IMPROVEMENTS AND WORKSHOPS 
Grant Recipient: North Brooklyn Parks Alliance (aka Open Space Alliance for North Brooklyn) 
Project Location: 61 Franklin St. Community Garden 
GCEF Grant Award: $7,500 
 
Project Title: UNDER THE K BRIDGE PARK EQUIPMENT AND CELEBRATION AND OSA 
CAPACITY BUILDING 
Grant Recipient: North Brooklyn Parks Alliance (aka Open Space Alliance for North Brooklyn) 
Project Location: Under the new Kosciuszko Bridge as it arches over Newtown Creek, on the Brooklyn 
side along Cherry Street bounded by Scott and Seward Avenues to the west and east respectively 
GCEF Grant Award: $56,475 
 
Project Title: INTRODUCTION OF HERBACEOUS PLANTS TO RAFT PLANTER BOXES AT 
NORTH HENRY STREET INLET 
Grant Recipient: Fiorello H. LaGuardia Community College Foundation 
Project Location: North Henry Street Inlet along Newtown Creek 
GCEF Grant Award: $5,350 
 
Project Title: ENVIRONMENTALLY FRIENDLY EQUIPMENT PURCHASE FOR EVENTS IN 
GREENPOINT 
Grant Recipient: Town Square 
Project Location: Greenpoint-wide 
GCEF Grant Award: $11,777.52 
 
GCEF Program Events 
 
GCEF Sustainability Workshops: October 2019 
 
One of GCEF’s longstanding goals has been to help ensure that our grantees and their vital contributions 
to Greenpoint continue long after the program has ended.  To that end, GCEF provided an opportunity for 
all its grantees to become stronger, more effective and better funded advocates for Greenpoint’s 
environment.  
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GCEF hosted two organizational sustainability workshops, organized and presented by TCC Group, New 
York City’s premier non-profit management consultant. Many of the grantees in attendance were already 
familiar with TCC Group after engaging (with GCEF’s assistance) with their organizational enhancement 
tool designed to assess their group’s strengths and challenges – the Core Capacity Assessment Tool (also 
known as a “CCAT”). 
 

 
 
A total of 22 participants from 15 organizations gathered at the two separate five-hour workshops held at 
Dupont Street Senior Center in Greenpoint.  Attendees received training in a host of organizational 
sustainability topics, including strategic roadmap creation, proximal planning for the next 1-3 years, 
ability to demonstrate organizational progress towards goal accomplishment and effective message 
crafting and creation of a compelling case for support. Attendees reported that the workshops were very 
helpful to their organizations and were grateful to GCEF for providing them.  
 
GCEF Grantee Sustainability Panel Discussion and Celebration: November 13th 2019 
 
GCEF hosted a special event for its grantees to learn from a diverse panel of professional grantors about 
continuing their work in Greenpoint.  Grantors offered their advice on best practices for identifying, 
applying for, and winning continued funding, and answered attendees’ questions. 
 
The grantor panelists included: Elizabeth Tully (Wildlife Conservation Society), Heather Lubov (City 
Parks Foundation), Michael Mullaley (City Parks Foundation), Melissa Enoch (New York City 
Department of Environmental Protection), and Patrick Foster (New York State Department of 
Environmental Conservation). The panel discussion was moderated by Lynn Dwyer from National Fish 
and Wildlife Foundation. 
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Photo courtesy Mitch Waxman 

 
A total of approximately 50 participants, including GCEF grantees, representatives of GCEF’s 
Community Advisory Panel, and other community members attended the event at A/D/O in Greenpoint. 
The panel was followed by a celebration to thank GCEF grantees for all their successful work in 
“greening” Greenpoint. 
 
 
GCEF Grantee and Community Events 
 
Debut of Lentol Garden Makeover: April 2019.  Friends of Lentol Garden celebrated the opening of 
their newly renovated community garden at 178 Bayard Street. The Lentol Garden project received a total 
of $99,241 in GCEF funding and provided $137,671 in matching funds. 
 
Greenpoint Eco-Schools Student Showcase and Celebration: May 2019. All four of Greenpoint’s 
public schools and the National Wildlife Federation, along with their many community partners, 
celebrated the culmination of their four-year long “EcoSchools” program that brought environmental-
based educational programming to hundreds of Greenpoint students. The Eco-Schools project received a 
total of $2,796,285 in GCEF funding and provided $8,456,546 in matching funds. 
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Greening Greenpoint Final Tree Planting: June 2019.  After four years and adding over 1,200 trees to 
Greenpoint, the “Greening Greenpoint” project celebrated its conclusion with a final tree planting – a 
Swamp White Oak, planted in Transmitter Park. New York State Assemblymember Joe Lentol, Ben 
Solitaire from Councilmember Steve Levin’s office, representatives from Friends of Transmitter Park, the 
Greenpoint Tree Corps. and other community members participated in the celebration. The Greening 
Greenpoint project received a total of $2,652,767 in GCEF funds and provided $2,207,896 in matching 
funds. 
 

 
 
P.S. 110 Garden Ribbon Cutting: June 2019. P.S. 110 The Monitor School celebrated the opening of 
the school’s newly renovated pollinator garden at a reception attended by students, teachers, 
administrators, and parents. The P.S. 110 Garden received a total of $91,928 in GCEF funding and 
provided $58,334 in matching funds. 
 



 8 

 
 
Greenpoint Environmental History Project Celebration: June 2019. The Brooklyn Public Library 
celebrated the completion of the Greenpoint Environmental History Project with a reception and exhibit 
showcasing documents, photographs, and oral histories collected for the project. Listen to the oral 
histories and view the digital collection of donated materials online. In 2017, the Brooklyn Public Library 
received $49,428 in GCEF funding to support both the purchase of collections for library as well as the 
creation of the history project. The Greenpoint Environmental History Project is a part of the larger 
Greenpoint Library and Environmental Education Center project. 
 
Gateway to Greenpoint Design Unveiling June 2019. Newtown Creek Alliance, along with its partners 
Evergreen Exchange and Interval Projects, unveiled a community-driven conceptual site plan for a 12,000 
square foot city-owned parcel at the corner of Greenpoint and Kingsland Avenues. The “Gateway to 
Greenpoint” would create much-needed public space and ecological benefits for the Greenpoint 
community.  Approximately 30 community members, including New York State Assemblymember Joe 
Lentol, were in attendance for the design presentation. The Gateway to Greenpoint project received 
$34,683 in GCEF funding and provided $1,250 in matching funds. 
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Photo courtesy Mitch Waxman     

 
Under the K Bridge Design Unveiling: July 2019. The North Brooklyn Parks Alliance (NBPA) 
unveiled plans to transform seven acres beneath the Kosciuszko Bridge into “a public park, cultural 
destination, and ecological hub.” NBPA was awarded $163,275 in GCEF funding and provided $26,250 
in matching funds to design the project with sustainability as a pillar. The landscape architecture firm 
Public Work, the project’s design partner released the renderings of the future park design at the event, 
held at Dobbin St. Marc Ryan, a principal at PUBLIC WORK, said “part of the excitement of designing 
this project was rediscovering public spaces in places where people haven’t looked before.”  Since the 
unveiling event, the state funded the construction of the park and executed a management agreement with 
NBPA. NBPA took over management of the site on September 1st, and anticipates opening to the public 
before the end of 2020. 
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For the Birds! Greenpoint Virtual Bird Walks: September and October 2020. Audubon New York 
held two virtual bird walks for Greenpoint residents attended by a total of 61 participants. A supporting 
virtual bird education program for Greenpoint kids, created by Audubon New York and funded by GCEF, 
is available on the GCEF website and includes student lessons on how to identify local birds and bird 
habitats, understand why birds migrate, and more. Both the virtual bird walks and the education program 
were funded by an additional 2020 GCEF grant of $1,555. 
 
Greenpoint Library and Environmental Education Center: October 2020. Brooklyn Public Library 
announced that the new library will open on October 20th, 2020 for limited library services. BPL 
cardholders will be able to place holds on books and other materials for contactless pickup in the lobby. 
When the library is eventually able to fully open to the public, it will feature an Environmental Education 
Center that will serve as a hub for environmental education, awareness, and engagement for the 
Greenpoint Community. A model of sustainable, “green” development, the library will provide 
significantly more space – both indoors and outdoors – to house expanded programs and activities. The 
Greenpoint Library and Environmental Education Center received $5,089,114 in GCEF funding and 
provided $6,050,796 in matching funds. 
 

 
 
GCEF Outreach 
 
Over the course of the last 21 months, GCEF has continued to provide the Greenpoint community with 
information about the program’s progress and various project activities. In addition to regular updates of 
the GCEF website to ensure that it contains the most up-to-date information on each GCEF-funded 
project, the program also produced 100 email project updates for a list serv audience of over 1,670 and 75 
Tweets for its 265 followers. In April of 2019, GCEF added Instagram to its social media outreach efforts, 
providing 60 Instagram posts and developing an audience of 254 followers to-date. This outreach will 
continue through the program’s conclusion in 2021.  
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Some additional very exciting news – the GCEF program is producing a short film on the history of the 
program!  The film will feature GCEF’s history, its major milestones, and many of its projects and their 
accomplishments. Stay tuned for more information about opportunities to screen this short feature – a 
lasting testament to the program’s success and a vehicle for educating other communities about its novel 
approach. 
 
GCEF in the News  
 
GCEF also had its share of headlines in 2019 and 2020. In January of 2019, State Assemblyman Joseph 
Lentol announced $1.5 million in New York State funding for the construction of additional green 
rooftops –  totaling 1.4 acres on 3 buildings – on buildings owned by Broadway Stages in Greenpoint. In 
August of 2019, Governor Andrew Cuomo announced funding to construct the GCEF-funded “Under the 
K Bridge” project, and in October of 2019, Bill Murray and Jimmy Kimmel took a canoe ride on the 
Newtown Creek with GCEF grantee North Brooklyn Community Boathouse for the Jimmy Kimmel 
show. 
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Use the links provided below to catch up on some of the more notable headlines regarding GCEF funded 
projects. 
 
Lentol announces $1.5 million grant for 1.4 acre green roof 
Brooklyn Daily Eagle | January 24, 2019 
 
ASLA-NY Announces 2019 Design Awards Recipients 
American Society of Landscape Architects, New York (ASLA-NY) | March 14, 2019 
 
Cuomo unveils new Kosciuszko Bridge, announces new park beneath massive structure 
New York Daily News | August 27, 2019  
 
Climate In Crisis: TODAY donates 2 trees to Brooklyn garden 
TODAY | September 19, 2019 
 
Bill Murray, Jimmy Kimmel & Guillermo’s Dirty Canoe Ride in Brooklyn 
Jimmy Kimmel Live | October 23, 2019 
 
How a Rooftop Meadow of Bees and Butterflies Shows N.Y.C.’s Future 
New York Times | October 26, 2019 
 
 


